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Liberation of Ickleton POWs in the Far East – 2 September 1945 
In 1942, the Battle of Singapore resulted in one Ickleton man serving in the 4th Battalion, the Suffolk 
Regiment, being killed and 3 men serving in the 1st Battalion, the Cambridgeshire Regiment, spending 
the rest of the war as POWs in the Far East.  In 1939 those battalions, amongst others, joined the 18th 
(East Anglian) Division.  The Friends of the Suffolk Regiment write of the 1st Cambs: 
 

“Originally destined to serve in the Middle East, upon Japan's attack on Pearl Harbour in 
December 1941, the Division were hastily sent via the east coast of Canada and the United States, 
to Cape Town, onwards to India before finally arriving at Singapore in late January 1942. 
 
It was unfortunately a hopeless cause.  The Japanese had already pushed the army back through 
Malaya and almost onto the island itself.  With no supporting air power and obsolete naval guns 
that pointed out to sea, the [1st Cambs] Battalion fought in an immediate defensive role in the Sime 
Road area on the island.  By 9th February, the Battalion were rushed to improve the defences 
around the Seletar airfield, but it was a hopeless cause.  Retreating Australian troops were soon 
falling back through their positions and by the 12th, they had fallen back into the area of Adam 
Park, south of the Macritchie reservoir.  Holding on against vastly superior forces and with rations 
running short, on 15th February, the battle came to an end with the British Commander, 
Lieutenant-General A.E. Percival, C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E., M.C., surrendering the island and its 
garrison to the Japanese.  It was the worst defeat in British Military History. 
 
When surrender came, 1st Battalion, The Cambridgeshire Regiment had been surrounded for two 
days by vastly superior Japanese forces, yet their perimeter was unbroken.  Some said; "the spirit 
of the Border House lived on." [Those of you who have our WW1 book may recall the bravery of 
Captain Frank Jonas and Private Muffett at Border House.] 
 
What followed was three and a half years of torture as the Battalion became Prisoners of War.  
Forced first to live in the cramped confines of the Island prison, Changi, they then worked on 
repairing and then rebuilding another airfield on the island.  The move into Thailand followed and 
from then until their liberation in August 1945, the Regiment moved further and further up into 
Burma as the railway progressed.”   

 
In his book “Little Un’s Story”, Derek Plumb recalled that Major Mundy (of Caldrees Manor) sent his car 
to meet the returning POWs from trains and bring them back to the village.  “As kids we used to stand 
and cheer these men as they arrived home.” 
 
Harold John (ka Johnny) Andrews, 1st Cambs, was captured at Adam Road, Singapore on 15 
February 1942.  He was moved to a POW Camp in Thailand.  He worked at Rectory Farm and the 
Wombwell family say “Johnny was a lovely, kind and gentle man, and Dick [Wombwell] was very fond 
of him.  He worked at Rectory Farm for many years, and lived in the village, in one of the brick cottages, 
now a single house, opposite the Old Post Office in Frogge Street [Bluebell Cottage]. 

A telegram, ordering his immediate call up, arrived at the farm, and 
Johnny pedalled down the farm drive to war.  He served in the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment and, on the road to Changi, was taken prisoner 
by the Japanese.  He must have endured untold horrors, but like many of 
that generation, he rarely spoke of them.  Peter [Wombwell] remembers 
him saying that they would eat rats, anything they could get because they 
were starving. 
5 years or so after leaving the farm, he pedalled back up the drive, with 
50 Senior Service which he shared out.  He was a changed man, and 
though he stayed at the farm for a while, when Ciba started up, took a job 
there.  When he retired, he used to come beating at the farm.” 
David Lilley remembers that he later worked in the building trade and was 
a Churchwarden at St Mary Magdalene for over 20 years. 
L to R: Dick Wombwell and Johnny Andrews shortly after the war. 

 
Derek Plumb said that Johnny Andrews “was in rather a bad way – the poor man had taken a beating I 
was later to discover – he had been terribly mistreated. … He was one of Ickleton’s best cricket bowlers 
a few years later!” 



Thomas Charles (ka Charles) Flitton, 1st Cambs, was also captured on 15 February 1942 at Singapore 
and was moved to camps in Thailand in 1942.  He was a member of one of the ‘Letter’ Parties (simply 
work parties identified by letters) and was liberated on 2 September 1945.   
 
Arthur John Smoothy, 1st Cambs, too was captured on 15 February 1942 at Singapore.  He was 
transferred to the Thailand-Burma Railway camps in 1943 and was in ‘H’ Force, the last work party to 

leave Singapore for the railway.  They were 
divided into 6 groups in camps along a 
20km stretch of the railway from Tonchan 
to Hintok and were particularly neglected in 
terms of supplies and treatment of the sick.  
Their death rate was extremely high – 
27.4%.   
He was liberated on 2 September 1945.   
 
After the war, he worked for Major Mundy 
as his driver and lived in the bungalow (now 
incorporated into 2 Butchers Hill) at the old 
Caldrees’ stable block.  When Major Mundy 
died he left Arthur Smoothy an annuity and 
the bungalow, stable block and land now 2 
and 4 Butchers Hill. 

Pen and wash drawing of ‘H’ Force leaving Changi 
by D Bettany 
 
 
 
Right:  the Ickleton bellringers c.1938, Arthur Smoothy front 
left 
 

 
Sadly George Arthur Hayes, 4th Suffolks, died in 
Singapore on 12 February 1942 aged 28.   
 
The Brandon at War website records “11th February 
– 4th Btn are relocated in an attempt to halt the 
Japanese, and they have to struggle through 
Singapore’s heavily congested roads, their only maps 
are inaccurate local maps and they are given 
conflicting orders.  It is not long before they soon 
become lost.  Eventually after 12 miles of marching 
they reach their destination, the Swiss Rifle Club Hill.  A scout squad are sent forward and they make 
immediate contact with the Japanese, suffering casualties they are forced to withdraw.  12th February 
– 4th Btn astonishingly, they are ordered to advance!  Again they suffer heavy casualties, then they are 
finally ordered to withdraw.” 
 
George Hayes has no known grave and is remembered on the Singapore Memorial and the Ickleton 
War Memorial.  He was the son of Arthur and Rose Edith Hayes. 
 
Rachel Radford, August 2020 
 
Post script from David Human – Alan Wentworth Hazell, 1st Cambs.  He was born in 
Ickleton and lived in Frogge Street.  Although he and his family moved to Whittlesford, he 
played football for Ickleton.  He was captured at Singapore and taken to work on the Tonchan 
Tura railway where he died at the age of 28 on 24 June 1943.  He is buried at the 
Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, Thailand and commemorated on the Whittlesford War 
Memorial.  

Alan Hazell in the 1938/9 Ickleton team 


