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Tell us about your early life? 

I was born 1951 on Abbey Farm, Ickleton in one of 

the two cottages along Grange Road. My Dad had 

one and my Uncle lived in the other. Dad was one 

of five, two Sisters and two brothers. And I have one 

brother who was born after we moved to Birds 

Close in Ickleton. 

I went to the village infant school which was the 

building over the main road from where the shop is 

now. Then, to move up to the junior school, I went 

through the door between rooms, to the other half of 

the house. Well that closed when I was 10, so I had 

a short time in Duxford then went to Sawston 

school. 

I used to hate school. I used to look forward to 

winter so the bus wouldn’t get through and we 

couldn’t go. Ickleton could be completely shut off 

sometimes. 

I used to get detention but if I missed the bus I had 

to walk; so I used to leave the class as soon as the 

bell went.  One time I got on the bus and the 

teacher came after me for detention again, 

but the driver said the bell had gone and I 

was his responsibility onboard. My Dad was 

summoned and he said he had payed his 

taxes for the bus to take the kids and the 

teacher couldn’t delay us. 

My Grandad used to live at a cottage by the 

railway crossing between Hinxton and 

Ickleton. I remember swinging on the gate to 

open them going one way and then swing 

back on the other one to help him.  

I left school at 15; I was a loner really. As 

soon as I came home from school I’d be out 

on the farm. I was always there. So straight 

away I started work at Abbey Farm for Mr. 

Duke  who offered me a job. I worked on the 

farm until 1988; then I got work at Solar Park 

Pampisford and have been there ever since. I 

drive a lorry and do the deliveries. In those 

days the yard was 8 acres and full of bricks, 

the old imperial bricks. They’d be palletted-up 

and we’d collect them from all over, 

Portsmouth, Liverpool. Manchester, Leeds – 

places within a day’s distance. We married in 

1972 at Shire Hall in Cambridge and lived at 

Number 11 on Grange Road in Ickleton. There was 

no M11 then. I remember Mr. Duke writing up a 

petition against the noise of the new road but my 

Mother wouldn’t sign it because she said it didn’t 

stop her from sleeping.  

I came to Hinxton, to this house, in 1988 with Mavis 

and three of our kids.  Rachel, the youngest, was 

born here. Now we have eight Grandchildren. I’ll be 

retiring in October this year. 

If you had one gift or power what would it be? 

Never go shopping! I hate shopping, that’s why I 

don’t like Thursdays! 

What is your favourite plant in your garden? 

The only flower I like is a cauliflower! I like grass. 

 

Do you have a favourite piece of music or film? 

I never bother with music and didn’t listen to the 

radio. I’m alright just as long as I’m outside. 

 

Who would be your ideal dinner guests? 

My Family – and maybe a couple of friends. 

 

What do you feel is your greatest achievement? 

Well, I suppose I feel lucky to be alive. I had 

Meningitis in 1976 and nearly didn’t make it. Then in 

1999 I had three months off work because of major 

bowel surgery. The hip operation about 10 years 

ago was nothing by comparison. 
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