
The Red Lion 

The Red Lion is believed to date from 

the 17th century/possibly 16th, and it 

would appear that most of its landlords 

were resident for several years.  The 

current landlord, Alex Clarke, is no 

exception; he took over the pub in 

2008.  

 

It became a freehouse in 1983 when Jim & Linda Crawford bought the Red Lion from Whitbreads; they 

lived there with their daughter Katie.  They had the restaurant (designed by award-winning Architect, 

Stephen Mattick) added in 1992.  Gerald Barker was their gardener and handyman. 

Prior to the Crawford family, the pub was run for many years by Dennis & Margaret Pickup.  They had 3 

children, John, David & Diane. 

 

At the beginning of the 1960’s the landlord was Wing Commander Cyril Williams (The Williams lived at 

Cantelowes from 1956).  An article in the Independent Press and Chronicle on 19th May 1961 says “The 

Red Lion… is said to have once been part of a monastery and it is now scheduled as an ancient 

monument.  It is occupied by Wing Commander C.C.D. Williams ……. The pub, said the Wing Commander, 

is haunted by a docile ghost… “all he does is opens and closes the doors upstairs on odd occasions, but 

there is nothing frightening about him”.  The Wing Commander has checked the catches on the doors and 

is convinced they could not be blown open by draughts.  In the public bar there is an old fireplace of 

unusual design. It was 1 of 20 made locally many years ago, but now it is the only one left in the county”. 

 

I have been unable to find exact dates for previous 

landlords.  The names John Raven and the Webbs 

have been mentioned to me, but I have been unable 

to find any information.  

 

 

In 1942 Frederick & Bertha Ripsher, 

originally from Ickleton, lived at the 

pub for quite a time with their son 

Bryan.   Several pub outings were 

organized in the 1950’s.   

 

 

Fred Ripsher 

Roy Ellis has managed to name most of those in the 

photograph. Bryan Ripsher is 6th from the left, with his 

father Fred 3rd from the right. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture, taken from the Country Life article written by Linda Allan in 1997, shows Jim & Linda helping to recreate this 

image from 1910. 

 



 

George & Mary Louisa Whitehead were running the pub between 1920 and 1929, probably longer.  

 

In 1901 – 1911 Henry (Harry) & Maria 

Whitehead lived at the Red Lion, together with a 

boarder called Sam Sykes, a foreman/decorator 

from Newcastle-on-Tyne. (Harry died in 1912, 

age 52). 

 

Between 1883 - 1891 Charles Hopwood (a 

widower, previously a butcher) lived there with 

sons, Harry & William, and boarders, Thomas & 

Harriet Moule (nee Hopwood). 

 

In 1847 – 1864 it was home to William Reynolds 

(farmer & publican, born 1814) and his wife 

Elizabeth together with their children, William, 

Thomas, Richard, Elizabeth, Emma, Eliza and Emily! 

 

At one time The Red Lion was an auction house and 

a venue for conducting local inquests (read more in 

The Life & Times of Hinxton).   

 

On 8th June 1833 there is a report of a riot outside 

the Red Lion involving 150 people!  According to a 

lengthy account of the trial in the Hinxton Chronicle, 

“William Peachey, James Poulter and William and 

Nathaniel Billett were charged at Cambridgeshire 

Assizes with riotously assembling and committing an assault upon William Polley, a person who contracts 

for farming the poor.”  William Peachey is said to have had a gun, which he fired out of an open window 

“the smoke filling the room”.   Nathaniel Billett was identified as firing a further shot outside the pub 

when Polley allegedly said: “Whatever may be your feelings, don’t murder a man!”   

 

“Mr. Reynolds, the Churchwarden of Hinxton, 

swore that the guns were fired into the air and gave 

the prisoners a good character.  Several other 

witnesses gave the prisoners a good character and 

deposed to the same as Mr. Reynolds, among them 

the landlady, who stated in contradiction of the 

Prosecutor that the smoke in the room arose from 

the tobacco, that there was no smell of gunpowder 

and that she was not in the least frightened”. 

 

“The jury found all the prisoners guilty and they 

were sentenced to one month’s hard labour”. 

 

 

The Hinxton Chronicle states that ‘The Victorian History of Cambridgeshire’ reports that “poor-relief in 

and out of the poorhouse was farmed in 1833 to two Essex sack-makers, who also undertook to repair 

the unturnpiked roads in Hinxton.  Very probably, these men were William Polley and Stephen Jenkins, 

who proved so unpopular when they showed themselves in the Red Lion”.  
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