Millers at Ickleton Water Mill, Church Street

The mill was built in 1818 and closed as a working mill in 1926 after the last miller was killed in the
water-wheel. It was owned by the Hanchett family until 1867. It remains as a private house
though the mill building has been much reduced in height.

Some details below are from a database at The Mills Archive. Some have been excluded as
incorrect. There were 2 other mills in Ickleton, the windmill in Duxford Road and the steam mill in
Abbey Street, so someone described simply as ‘miller’ may not have been at the water mill.

Dates at mill Birth & death | Notes

William Mumford c.1841 -1847 | 1809-1854 1841 census also shows him as a miller.

Late 19t century drawing probably by Cyril Percy
Mundy, cousin of Sir Robert Herbert of Caldrees Manor
and father of Major Mundy who inherited Caldrees
Manor.
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This may well have been the funeral of George Smith
Mumford, son of William Mumford, miller of Ickleton.
George died on 29 March 1848, aged 9-12 months.
Sadly his mother, Sarah Ann, had died on 4 September
1847. Mother and son are buried together in the
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- Churchyard.

William Barker c.1851-c1881 | 1811-1882 | 1851 census shows him as a miller.

1861 census shows him as a miller
employing 2 men and living in Church
Street. Barnard, Philpot and John Hill
(below) may have been employees. 1871
census shows him as a miller. 1881 shows
him as a miller employing 3 men including
his grandson Albert Claydon who lived
with him and his wife.

Thomas Barnard 1847-58 1788-1865 | 1851 census shows him as a miller, living
(not clear what the in Market Place, Saffron Walden. Perhaps
link to Ickleton is) he was an employee at the mill.

Fletcher Philpot 1858-c.1869 | 1819-1890 | The baptism entry for his daughter in
1860, shows him as a miller. 1861 census
shows him as a miller. He and his family
were living with his mother at the Duke of
Wellington where she was the inn keeper.
It seems likely he was an employee at the
mill.

Edward Clark 1883 ?1834-1897 | Kelly’s Trade Directory of 1883 shows him
as a miller at the water mill together with
Joseph Wisbey.




Joseph Wisbey

1891

1824-1903

Kelly’s Trade Directory of 1883 shows him
as a miller at the water mill together with
Edward Clark. The 1891 census shows
that he was the miller at the water mill.
His son Henry was employed as his
assistant.

John Lawrence

1896-1897

Shown as miller at the water mill in the
Post Office Directory 1896 and living at
the water mill in the Electoral Roll 1897.

John Clarke

1901-1907

1849-1907

The 1901 census shows him as a miller at
the water mill.

Mrs Eliza Clarke

1908-1911

1851-?

Widow of John Clarke. The 1910 Land
Valuation survey shows that the mill was
owned by Fred Godfrey but occupied by
Mrs Clarke. In 1912 the family emigrated
to Florida.

John Clarke, Eliza Clarke and Lionel
Fordham at the mill house c.1900s

Lionel Fordham

Son-in-law of John and Eliza Clarke. The
1911 census shows him as an assistant to
Eliza Clarke. Emigrated to Florida in 1912.

Probably Lionel and Florrie
Fordham at the mill c.1911




Harry Rumble

1916-1926

1872-1926

Kelly’s Trade Directory shows him as the
miller living at the water mill in 1916.
Likewise in the Electoral Rolls for 1920 and
1925. He was killed on 26 April 1926
when oiling the shaft while the water-
wheel was in motion, his ladder broke and
his clothes caught in the mechanism.

Saffron Walden Weekly News 7 May 1926
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CAUGHT BY WHIRLING SHAFT |,

Ickleton Miller's Body Found
Eatangled in Mill Machinery.
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